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Introduction
Park planning begins with looking at the community and the past planning efforts. Sun Prairie is a
growing community that in 2017, completed a 5
year park master plan. The Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP) forms the foundation
for the building of a master plan for a park. The
Sheehan Park Master plan is only as good as the
foundation it is built on. Each of the planning documents form the road map that progressively address the goals of the community and brings them
to fruition through planning, design and construction.
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1. INTRODUCTION
The City of Sun Prairie, Wisconsin enjoys a variety of welldeveloped and well-maintained parks throughout the community. There has been a systematic effort to improve the
function, facilities and utilization of these community assets. Consistently, the city has been funding and fundraising significant improvements to the overall park system.

Sheehan park is the largest of the community parks. The park
was developed in the mid 1970’s. This Master Plan focuses on
evaluation of the existing park amenities, review of the overall
purpose of the park and the identification of important assets
of the property that will allow the park to function in concert
with the other parks in Sun Prairie.

MASTER

Evaluation of the Aquatic Center bathhouse

PLAN

Consider the addition of a Recreation Center

GOALS

Develop a park master plan for Sheehan Park

Sheehan Park
looking south.

Sheehan Park Master Plan
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1. INTRODUCTION
The Master Planning Process

Departmental Goals

A Master Plan is a road map for improvements. The goal
of the master planning process is to vet community needs,
determine the community goals for the park, address deficiencies and evaluate the natural features of the park. The
plan defines the issues well enough to create a vision and
develops a capital strategy to make these improvements
happen. The nuances of the design will be worked through
as the plan proceeds to final design. It is very important to
look at a Master Plan as the starting point to the discussion.

In 2017, the City Parks and Recreation Department completed
their most recent Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
(CORP) for a period of 5 years from 2017 through 2022 where
they identified eight goals for the future of the Department.
Though some are broad and focus on park connectivity and
access the reflect the Department’s desire to improve the
parks and recreation services delivered to the citizens of Sun
Prairie.
All five community goals can be applied to Sheehan
Park:

Blending of Community Resources
In Sun Prairie, there are six community parks with Sheehan
Park being one of them. Within a quarter mile radius to
the Park, is a mix government and residential property. The
Cardinal Heights Upper Middle School is within approximately 1/2 mile from Sheehan park. At the middle school,
there are baseball, football, soccer, softball, tennis, and a
track and field area. Sun Prairie High School is approximately 3/4 miles to the east of the park. On the High
School property, there are three football fields, two baseball fields, two softball fields, eight tennis courts, and a
track and field area. The community is not a primary user
of the school district sport facilities. The high school facilities are available to the public when not programmed for
school district activities and events. As the school district
upgrades their facilities, there should be a dialog between
the two agencies to determine if there is opportunity to
share facilities in a meaningful way and not increase the
cost to the community when expanding sport programs
within the community.

Sheehan Park Master Plan



Provide park and recreation facilities and programs
that are accessible to the citizens of Sun Prairie;



Provide for and sustain a wide range of well maintained parks, recreation facilities, and special use areas for all residents, including special groups such as
elderly, the handicap, and the pre-school age children.



Ensure that all residents are provided with safe and
reliable
parks and recreation equipment throughout
the park system.



Provide a connected bicycle/pedestrian path system
connecting parks, schools, and other recreation facilities to residential neighborhoods and commercial areas.



Ensure that all residents of Sun Prairie have adequate
park facilities available to them within walking distance.

Sun Prairie WI
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1. INTRODUCTION
Important Demographics for

What is unique about Sheehan

Sun Prairie

Sheehan Park has interesting terrain and some limiting
soils.

Current population

33,974 (2018)

Projected 2030 population

40,948
Median household income

$67,187

Families

The makeup of the City of Sun Prairie is typical of a growing community near a popular destination city like Madison, Wisconsin. The community is young, with the median
age being 34.6. The ethnicity of Sun Prairie is predominantly white (79%), 7% Black, 5% Asian, 3% Hispanic and
3% of 2 or more races.

See section 6. Supporting Documents for additional information on relevant census information for Sun Prairie

The park has gentle rolling landforms that makes the
park interesting with inviting spaces. The park divides
into three distinct areas. The northern portion of the park
has level topography with the exception of the large fill
area that currently is used as a sledding hill . The central
park area has south sloping terrain with drainage channels that drain to the detention pond on the south portion
of the park.. The southern portion has large open areas
with rolling terrain with mounded area in the south east
portion of the park. There is a 7.79 acre detention pond
on the south east portion of the park that is being incorporated in to the overall design as a feature of the park.
The soils however present more of a technical challenge.
Our initial evaluation of the soils of the parks showed
much of the park to be impacted by hydric soils which
limit drainage and can impact constructability. When
evaluating sites for the Recreation Center, some of the
sites were limited by soils impacting the size of the space
and the ability to provide adequate parking for a building
of this type.
General usability of the park in not limited by the hydric
soils as there is suitable surface drainage existing in the
park directing water movement to designed storm water
features.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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1. INTRODUCTION
Goals of the Sheehan Park Master Plan

Trends in Park Design

Every park needs a purpose. A purpose starts with goals. From
working with city staff and the public, the following goals were
clearly established and verified through the public input process:

An increasing consciousness for

health, fitness and active

living



Update facilities to current standards



Consider adding a Recreation Center to this side of the
community

is influencing current recreational trends for informal and
individual activities, such as running and walking. Parks with walking
loops and outdoor fitness equipment are in high demand, often
sought after within community parks, and are incorporated with
local and regional trails. Pedestrian and bicycle connections within
cities also foster active living.



Address the bathhouse deficiencies

Recycling in parks is coming to an end.



Engage the community



Improve the access from the north side of Linnerud Drive
to Sheehan Park



Expand the trail system throughout the park



Organize the parking and entry ways into Sheehan Park
The Sheehan Master Plan Report is intended to illustrate
how to meet each of these goals and to incorporate the
program elements to give a reason to come to the park and
to re-invent the purpose of Sheehan Park to the community. The underlying approach is to use the “Power of 10”
principals developed by the Project for Public Space, a nationally known planning firm in New York. This approach
states that all great spaces need at least ten reasons to
come to the public space or ten things to do once you are
there. Upgrading the facilities in the Sheehan Park is a necessary start. A key goal is to use the existing park design,
validate it, and then improve it for the next 30 years
Sheehan Park is already a destination for Sun Prairie. The
question is how can it best serve the community into the
future.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

The “feel –
good” environmental program for park and recreation agencies over
the past 40 years is not helping to improve the environment. The
rapidly changing markets for recycling is now not cost effective.
Parks must re-examine special events and group use of parks and
decide what will be allowed in the parks to meet this new paradigm.
For organized athletics, the trend is for

higher quality facili-

ties where specialized teams and organizations can play.

Additionally, organized athletics is broadening in focus from more traditional
sports, like baseball, to non-traditional athletics including BMX, rock
climbing, ultimate frisbee, disc golf and pickleball. Although there is
a desire for more durable, high quality outdoor recreational facilities,
these areas increasingly need to accommodate multi-purpose users.

Technology is demanded

by users of community parks.
This is to provide a stable internet mesh that covers all facilities within the park. A dedicated public internet system is preferred over
cellular data only. The band width and the ability to video stream is
becoming a standard in community parks . Video surveillance is also
exploding in parks. Rapidly improving technology, advances in miniaturization and economies of scale from mass production are making
video surveillance equipment affordable.
Source NRPA Top Trends for 2020

Sun Prairie WI
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02

UNDERSTANDING THE

COMMUNITY
Consent building is the process of agreeing to move
forward even if you do not necessarily agree with the
direction. This process is critical to how a community
develops and thrives. The process breaks through the
barriers of decision making. To guide this project, the
following Consent Building Principles were incorporated into the decision making process:
Clearly define issues and bring them to
the community
Define and engage users and other
impacted parties
Create alternative solutions for review
Define and evaluate community input
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2. UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNITY
1.
The goal of the planning process is to
have a design that is substantiated by
an engaging public process that give
meaning and support to the decisions
about the future of Sheehan Park

The entire planning process
11 months in duration

2.

Utilized working committees :
Staff Committee
Advisory Committee

4 meetings
3 meetings

3. Used an innovative engagement process

Planning
+

Process

4.

Conducted 6 group interviews

5.

Open House/ Listening Session

6.

Presentations to Park, Recreation and
Forestry Commission
2 meetings

7.

Conducted a workshop at the mid point of
the planning process

8.

Present to Committee as a whole
for final approval of the plan

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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2. UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNITY
Sun Prairie utilized a 4 tier public engagement process to
engage the public. First, there were staff interviews for
the development of a committee of primary users that
was established to reach out to the groups to keep them
informed,.

The MindMixer platform gave the design team information, in real time, about the pressing issues we faced
in the Master Planning of Sheehan Park. MindMixer
gave the community opportunities to offer ideas, likes,
respond to surveys and take polls. The design team reviewed and interacted with participants for 3 months during the early stages of the project.

As the ideas began to form the design, a public open
house was held to help vet ideas for the park. When the
program began to develop, a workshop was held to review these assumptions and enhance the dialog. A summary of the workshop is in the Supporting Documents
portion of this report.
The approval process completed the planning for
Sheehan Park with presentations to the Park, Recreation
and Forestry Board and the Committee as a Whole.

Mind Mixer invite

Final approval of the Sheehan Park Master Plan was
April 21, 2020
.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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2. UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNITY
The public engagement process was set up not only
to engage as many residents as possible, but also to
get diverse inputs from a representative sample of
Sheehan Park users. As part of this process, the city
contracted with Mind Mixer, a public polling and engagement firm, to assist with engaging the community.
The following are results from our 3-month engagement process.

A key starting point was to assess how the community looks at Sheehan Park and whether there are any
big ideas the should shape the future of the park.
We heard a mix of feedbacks but the most significant
message was that Sun Prairie loves Sheehan Park.
There are 4 primary feedbacks that came across in
the planning process.

#1 feedback: Keep the balance of
multi-use functions of the park.
They like the mix of facilities and open space opportunities available in the park. This became the center
point of the design program for the park.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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2. UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNITY
tion was an active participant in the master planning of
the SW portion of the park. The Association does appreciate the mix use characteristics of the park and cooperated with the other groups during the master planning of
the park resulting in field improvements identified in the
master plan.

#3 Feedback: Keep the sledding hill
An interesting result of the multiple public engagement
process was how much interest there was in the sledding
hill. Of the existing recreation activities in the park, there
are few supporting winter activities. Presently walking on
paved trails, if cleared of snow, cross county skiing and
sledding, when the snow conditions are suitable is what
is available to the community of over 30,000 residents.
Creating consistent snow utilizing snow making equipment would be very popular with city residence. With
snow making equipment in the park, cross-country skiing
would also benefit. Based on multiple inputs, increasing
winter activities would be very important to the park and
to the community.\

#4 Improve /add nature features to the
park
#2 feedback:

Finally, a strong voice was heard for the upgrading and
increasing the natural elements of Sheehan Park. This
Improve the baseball facilities;
interest is in both flora and fauna. The wood lots in the
The community relationship to Sheehan Park was primar- park can be improved through maintenance, including the
removal of a poor stand of pine trees and replanting with
ily developed through sports and in particular, youth
sports. The Sun Prairie Youth Baseball (SPYB) associa- more appropriate plant material.
tion is a very active group in Sun Prairie. The organiza-

Sheehan Park Master Plan
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2. UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNITY
What do the visitors of the park use
the most? Top ideas:
This is where we received confirmation that the sledding
hill is highly desired in the park.
Mountain biking is a recreation that has developed
through advocacy of a group of residents that are willing
to invest time and money into having a viable single track
circuit in Sun Prairie.
The discussion of trails looping within the park and also
connecting the neighborhood and community to the park
received support from both the MindMixer engagement
process and the community workshop. Trails are important to multiple users of Sheehan Park including walkers, runners, and cross county skiers
Adult baseball is closely connected to the youth baseball
organization. Combining these groups together and the
connecting these fields together makes good use of the
southeast portion of the park and creates a strong funding source for these improvements.
The southern portion of the park was adopted by the
mountain bike group and has developed into a nice circuit. These trails are consistently used and are an excellent fit to the south side terrain. Giving runners and walkers other trails will reduce the conflict between users.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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2. UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNITY
During the discussion with the City Staff and Advisory
Committee, the desire by the community to have a no
charge splash pad is important and the desire to add it as
part of the Family Aquatic Center makes a lot of sense.
The splash pad could be a significantly better facility if it
can utilize the return piping to the recirculation system of
the pool. This also would force the City to fence and staff
the facility to meet current state pool regulations. A lower
volume system that is not recirculating would also work
and would not have the fencing and staffing needs of a
more robust splashpad facility.

Adult baseball was a talking point throughout the second
half of the master planning process. Locating the field associated with the youth baseball/softball makes more
sense and then the parking facility can be shared with all
groups.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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2. UNDERSTANDING THE COMMUNITY
facilities on the north from the more group based facilities
south of Linnerud Drive. The community does not perceive that the road is a significant safety concern for park
users moving from one side of the road to the other.

The discussion about the Recreation Center was vetted
through the planning process. The feedback received
through MindMixer showed interest in the recreation center but the level of interest was not as high as some of
the other items. As this item was taken through the Open
House and Community Workshop public engagement
process, where direct discussions took place, feedback
was more encouraging and that a recreation center would However, if the Recreation Center is added to the mix of
be a very positive addition to the community.
public buildings north of Linnerud Drive, specific traffic
calming features need to be designed into the improvements to Linnerud Drive. In the final Master Plan design,
Linnerud Drive is an important component of
three tabletop crossings were included at specific mid
Sheehan Park. This road bisects the larger community
block crossing points included, combined with assign
alerts and the narrowing of Linnerud Drive will improve
the crossing of the road.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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03

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Public engagement is the engine that drives the
master planning process. The community
needs to be fully engaged through multiple
processes.
The information gathered by the staff and consultant is to be evaluated as a whole and not
focus on only the numerical information but
also through listening and, at times, challenging the users to be looking beyond the present
and toward the next 30 years when the next
generation will again review the function and
purpose of the park in much the same way we
are today. This is a continual process that
crosses multiple generations.
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3. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
To vet our findings from Mind Mixer, we looked
for ideas on the personal level. We conducted
interviews with stakeholders, assembled an Advisory Committee with a very specific mission
of bringing back feedback from their organizations, a community workshop to develop broad
goals, then summarize the discussion with the
group of 21 attendees, and finally presented
the preliminary design to a combined group of
Park, Recreation and Forestry Commission and
Advisory Committee.
This public engagement was the second level of
consent building. With a diverse approach to
engaging the community, this process gathered
a very broad base of inputs that gave the design committee a solid vision for Sheehan park.

On January 8, 2020, the Sheehan Park Master
Plan was revealed during a public open house in
the Council Chambers. The open house was
attended by over 50 community members. Primary discussion centered around youth baseball
and the community gardens. The Parks and Recreation Director followed up with a separate
meeting with the Sun Prairie Community Garden
Organization and numerous emails were exchanged with the Youth Baseball organization.
The final configurations of the field was adjusted
to meet the organization’s desire to expand facilities in Sheehan Park
The consent building process took many turns to
reach the final design but everyone involved was
heard and given multiple opportunities to give
their input. This plan is to build on a solid foundation.
y
The information gathered by the staff and consultant is to be evaluated as a whole and not fo-

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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04
PARK VISION
A park has to have a clearly defined purpose.
That purpose needs to come from the community. With the master planning for Sheehan Park,
the design phase was clear when the engagement process was completed. The vision for the
park was developed over time through multiple
engagements. This formed the vision for
Sheehan Park.
What came out of the vision is a strong sense of
pride in Sheehan Park. There have been a generation of families that have explored, played
sports and built the park through partnerships
over the past 40 years. The community has a
passion for this jewel. Every step in the process
reinforced this to the design team.

19

4. PARK VISION
VISION STATEMENT

The citizens of Sun Prairie

‘s Sheehan Park!

Users enjoy the diverse offerings within the park that encourage physical activity, social interaction
and provide the opportunity to experience nature within a growing urban area.

The park holds the right mix of group areas, sport facilities, recreational trails and natural, open and forested areas. The City of Sun Prairie is committed to developing and
maintaining quality facilities that are either provided by the City of Sun Prairie or by
special partners utilizing the park for their group needs.
The goal of the Sun Prairie
Park, Recreation and Forestry
Department is to keep the
comfortable familiarity of the
park with the present mix of
amenities that meet public
standards, and that will sustain the park for many generations. This allows others to
develop their own love for
the park.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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05
PARK DESIGN
The primary goal of this Master Plan is to examine the family Aquatic Center bathhouse
and to examine the feasibility of adding a recreation center in to Sun Prairie. These objectives were first identified in the Request for
Proposal and was a focus of the engagement
process used by the design team.
Planning for the greater Sheehan Park was also an integral part of the City’s goal of reimagining of the largest community park in Sun
Prairie. Upgrading the features within the
Park was thought to be more than a coat of
paint or a new roof. The Sheehan Park Plan is
intended to take this park forward to meet
the needs of the community for the next 30
years.
The following chapter presents the overall
park design and the individual areas within
the park.
21

5. PARK DESIGN

Each of these planning zones addresses the park activity areas identified through
the engagement process. This became the road map for the park design.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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5.PARK DESIGN
Features
The proposed recreation center would be a community resource. This building is to be developed in two phases. The initial
phase would provide programmable interior spaces, including a multiuse gymnasium, locker rooms, group workout areas,
multiple meeting rooms and Park and Recreation staff office space. This phase of the building would have exterior breakout
spaces and a large parking lot. Phase 2 would develop a second multiuse gymnasium, additional group spaces and an early
childhood programming space. The exterior areas would provide a secure play space for children of parents utilizing the services. Additional segregated daycare drop-off, staff and short term parking would be provided for this phase of the building
project.
The building will complement the existing architecture of the Public Library, utilizing exterior finishes, and shared parking.
North of the Recreation Center would be a new community garden area with small rail with carts for the collection of garden
vegetables, two processing sheds, and a watering system.

COMMUNITY CENTER

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI

23

5.PARK DESIGN
Features—Recreation Center

The Community Recreation Center is to provide a yearround programmable space to ensure a variety of community recreation and social needs. The project is defined in
two phases.
Phase 1 is the development of a two-story structure housing a large multipurpose space /gymnasium for sport and
age group activities, walking track, locker rooms, multiple
studio and small gathering rooms and administrative
space with a conference room.

The second phase is to add an additional multipurpose
space/Gymnasium with an expanded walking track and an
early childhood facility.
The outdoor areas will include breakout spaces for group
activities and a small tot playground for the early childhood facility.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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5.PARK DESIGN
Features
The Family Aquatic Center was constructed in 1992. The facility has seen recent mechanical improvements but the general
function of the facility has remained the same for the past 30 years. The facility included a main zero depth access pool, 8 –
lane competition pool, diving well with two diving boards and a 210’-foot water slide
The focus of the design is to address the deficiencies of the existing bathhouse facility. The building does not meet current
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards, efficient cash management and lifeguard spaces. Once admitted to the facility, users will have separate changing areas with a group area and private family changing areas. Exterior and interior lockers
would be provided.
The adjacent building will house the admittance area, manager office, concession, lifeguard break area, First Aid area, group
area and an adjacent splashpad. The existing concession areas would be purposed as a rental shelter for pool users.
Additional Family Aquatic Center improvements would include a double flume slide and water feature at the main pool,
splash pad near the bathhouse and new playground equipment.

FAMILY AQUATIC CENTER

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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5.PARK DESIGN
Features: Family aquatic Center

The existing bathhouse lacks adequate restroom and
changing areas. The combined wet and administrative
spaces with an open ceiling creates a climate control
problem. The Sheehan Park Master Plan proposes a
total replacement of the bathhouse involving building a separate changing building with showers, family
changing and lockers essentially separately housing
the wet functions of a bathhouse. The second building would house the ticketing, concession, lifeguard
area, training /group room spaces. Having the two
buildings creates an opportunity to use the administrative space for non pool activities and improve money management by incorporating the concession and
ticketing areas into one building plus facility oversite.

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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5.PARK DESIGN
Features
The NW Sheehan Park improvement area is the community portion area of the park. This area is scalable from
small groups to community events. The diversity of facilities allows for multiple activities occurring at one time.
The central parking area serves the large community pavilion adjacent to the street. Smaller group pavilions for
groups up to 200 people are adjacent of the community pavilion. The athletic fields also serve as event spaces if
planned correctly. Northwest Sheehan park is directly connected to the trail system, across the street from the
library and to the future Community Center. This community space needs to be scheduled carefully to maximize
the utilization. An understanding with special interest groups such as soccer and softball needs to partner with the
City of Sun Prairie to successfully balance the community use with the sport use.

NORTHWEST IMPROVEMENTS

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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5.PARK DESIGN
Features

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI

WINTER RECREATION AREA

Winter is the time of year that the Parks and Recreation department needs to engage the residents of Sun Prairie. The existing sledding hill in Sheehan Park is popular and has the potential for improvements to increase the length of seasonal use
of the facility. The master plan looked to improve the existing sledding hill with a new warming house that can be a summer
shelter as well and the parking lot can be enlarged to afford close parking for more users. The key to the success of the sledding hill is to add the ability to make artificial snow. This would involve adding snow making equipment and to regrade the
hill to create chutes to allow for tubing. In addition, a rope tow would be added to allow for more use than is possible giving
more runs time that is possible when walking up the hill.
This would improve the tubing conditions and greatly improve user safety. If the city wants to create a revenue opportunity this would be a prime situation to offer a low cost
recreation during the time of year that outside activities are
typically not as available.

28

5.PARK DESIGN
Features
To continue to support the youth sport areas of the park, the city worked with the Sun Prairie Youth Baseball and Softball
(SPYBAS) organization to identify the potential expanding of their facilities in Sheehan Park. This privately run organization has
built the existing 4-plex facility within the Southeast portion of the park. The master plan proposes the existing maintenance
facility that, with acquisition of adjacent property, would be relocated allowing for the park activities to be separate from
maintenance operation. The plan also identified an additional little league field and an expanded skate board park in the area
of the existing maintenance facility. The master plan proposed an additional field located south of the existing field 4-plex for
a full size baseball field. To accommodate the additional facilities, the parking lot will be expanded to provide parking for 350
vehicles, expanding the existing 210 vehicle parking lot.

SOUTH PARK IMPROVEMENTS

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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5.PARK DESIGN
Features
Linnerud Drive is the primary arterial street connecting the community to the Sheehan park. The drive provides access to two
distinct areas of the park: the large community facilities including the Library and the Family Aquatic Center (FAC) on the north
side of the drive, and the larger more diverse facilities to the south of Linnerud Drive. The city owned property north of Linnerud Drive is technically not Sheehan park but function as part of the park to visitors. This drive is an impediment to the combined functions of the park creating a safety concern when family's use the FAC and library and the open space provide within
the park.
The master plan works to create a more multipurpose use of the corridor by narrowing the street, removing on-street parking,
providing on-street bike lanes and off-street walking trails. Additionally, there are three distinct crossings connecting each side
of Linnerud Drive utilizing traffic calming table top crosswalks that, with additional signing, alert drivers of potential conflict
with pedestrians.

LINNERUD DRIVE

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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5.PARK DESIGN
Features
The Sheehan Park trails are a combination of
paved and mowed trails in additional to the separate mountain bike trails on the south portion of
the park. The master plan works with the existing
trains but expands then to provide barrier free
access throughout the park with and expanded
paved trails. In addition, the plan includes additional mowed trails. The trail system provides
new access points from the neighborhoods and is
incorporated with the reconstruction of Linnerud
Drive allowing east west pathway access on the
south side of the road..

PARK TRAIL NETWORK

The southern most areas of the park provides
paved and mowed trails through a natural area
that is to be developed with native planting

Mountain Biking
in Sheehan Park

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI
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5. PARK DESIGN
The Impact of the Master Plan on
Existing Facilities and Programs
Redeveloping an existing park can create more
contentious issues than developing a new park.
Many of the elements of a park are well established and user groups or City recreation programs have invested in the facilities to meet
their needs.
Sheehan Park is well rooted in the community
and the neighborhood. It not only has similar
facilities found in other parks throughout the
community, but there are also facilities found
only in this park. During the public input process, discussions were held with groups interested in each of these activities. Formulation
of this Plan recognized the unique recreation
opportunities in Sheehan Park and assessed if
or how these programs will play into the enjoyment of the Park during the next 30 years.
An aspect to consider when having special interest recreation facilities included in a community park is the ability of a group to fund
improvements and the community’s need for
the recreation. Recreation activities change
over time. This Plan tries to reflect the changing direction of recreation in the park and to
develop a consistent mechanism for funding
improvements.

Sheehan Park Master Plan
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06

CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT

SCHEDULE
Once the design is developed, reviewed and approved by the design team, an opinion of probable cost is developed. This tool is critical to the
next step in the Master Plan process. Nearly all
projects are funded through multiple sources.
To start with, there is always a need for local dollars to support a project. From there, the funding gets to be a combination of state, federal and
private funds. A project of this magnitude can
only be successful if the private organizational
and philanthropic funds are sought. This will be
the key to the success of Sheehan Park.
The following represents the breakdown of each
component of the Sheehan Park Master Plan.
The costs identified are buffered with a 30% contingency to allow for the redesign of the individual elements or the delay in completing the project and will be more affected by inflation.
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
Each cost item has been associated with a potential funding source. The actually support to improve Sheehan
Park will be determined by the funding opportunities, especially from private and philanthropic sources.
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
Family Aquatic Center Opinion of Probable Cost

Source, Sun Prairie Facebook Page
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
South Sport Area Opinion of Probable Cost

Long boarding on the trail
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
Linnerud Drive Opinion of Probable Cost
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
Northwest Sheehan Park Opinion of Probable Cost

NW Sheehan Park
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6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE
Winter Recreation Area Opinion of Probable Cost

Sledding hill
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07

SUPPORTING

DOCUMENTS
Supporting documents represents information that
formed some of the decision arrived at in the body
of this report. Many more discussions occurred
but the following represents some of the pivotal
meetings and guidance received from the community not represented in the report and is intended
to support the design decisions of the Master Plan
for Sheehan Park.
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7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Relevant Census data

Source: US Census
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7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Relevant Census data

Source: US Census

Sun Prairie School District

8,500 students K-12
Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI

Source:
NCES>ED>GOV
website
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7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Advisory Committee—Meeting 1
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7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Advisory Committee—Meeting 1
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7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Recreation Center—Staff Planning Summary
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7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Interview with Urban Ecologist

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI

49

7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Summary of October 8 ,2019 - Sheehan Park Community workshop
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7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Community Workshop Sun Prairie Star article

Sheehan Park Master Plan

Sun Prairie WI

51

7. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Recreation Center and Pool—Opinion of probable cost
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