
 
 
 
Public Notice of the City of Sun Prairie, pursuant to Section 19.84, Wisconsin Statutes, is hereby given to 
the public and to the news media, that the following meeting will be held: 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
 
DATE: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2018 TIME:  6:00 PM 
 
LOCATION: COMMUNITY ROOM  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 300 EAST MAIN STREET 
 SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 
 
 
To consider the following: 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 A.  July 25, 2018 
 

3. OLD BUSINESS 
 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

 
 A. UPDATE ON PROJECT SCHEDULE 
 
 B. REVIEW OF AG, NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES EXISTING CONDITIONS DOCUMENT 
  AND MAPS (VOL I: CH3) 
 
 C. REVIEW OF AG, NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES GOALS, OBJECTIVES, POLICIES AND  
 RECOMMENDATIONS MATERIALS (VOL II: CH3) 
 
5. DISCUSS NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

       
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
300 East Main Street 

Sun Prairie, WI  53590-2227 
(608) 837-2511 

FAX (608) 825-6879 
Website www.cityofsunprairie.com 



 
 
 
Posted: August 16, 2018 
 
 
Posted:   Sun Prairie City Hall Sun Prairie Public Library Water & Light Commission 

300 East Main Street 1350 Linnerud Drive 125 West Main Street 
 
 
Paul T. Esser - Chairperson Kalvin Barrett  Peter Dettmer 
Jorge Hidalgo Don Hooser Curt Klinkner 
Drew Kuehl Emily Lindsey Stephanie Manthey 
John Muller Terrell Outlay Dan Presser 
Janet Rosseter Erin Ruth John Schulze 
Bryant Stempski Theresa Stevens Angela Thomas 
 
 
 
NOTE: Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate 

aids and services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact the City Clerk’s Office, 300 East Main Street, Sun Prairie 
WI  53590   (608) 837-2511 

 
 
NOTE: It is possible that members of and a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in 

attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any governmental body at the above stated 
meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice. 

 
 
 
J/planning/comprehensiveplansteeringcommittee/agendas/2018/PAG08222018.doc 



 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
SUN PRAIRIE, WISCONSIN 53590 

 
DATE:   WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2018      TIME:  6:00PM 
 
LOCATION: WESTSIDE COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING 
 2598 WEST MAIN STREET – ROOM 144 
 SUN PRAIRIE WI  53590 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Committee Chairperson Mayor Paul Esser called the meeting of the Comprehensive Plan Steering 
Committee to order at 6:05 pm.  Attendance sheet attached. 

 
Staff present: Aaron Oppenheimer, Scott Kugler, Tim Semmann, Sarah Sauer, Philip Gritzmacher, Jr. 

 
Others Present: Jason Valerius (MSA) 

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

A. Motion to approve the June 27, 2018 minutes: Theresa Stevens (1st), Dan Presser (2nd) / approval by 
voice vote. 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS 

A. None. 
 
4. NEW BUSINESS 

A. UPDATE ON PROJECT SCHEDULE: Valerius said that visits, interviews, and focus groups will occur 
with a variety of organizations within the community over the next two months.  He then said that 
MSA plans to provide updates of the comprehensive planning process to a joint plan 
commission/city council meeting on August 28, 2018, and as well as the Parks and Utilities 
Commissions during their September meetings.  He said that all presentations provided to other 
City committees will be provided to the steering committee. 

 
B. DISCUSS INTERVIEW AND FOCUS GROUP LIST: Valerius requested that the committee provide 

additional community organizations, businesses, and individuals for interviews and focus groups.  
He also said that it would be valuable to bring steering committee members to the meetings.  
Steering committee members recommended a number of businesses, organizations, and 
individuals for the meetings and volunteered to attend the meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
_________________________________________________________________________ 

300 East Main Street 
Sun Prairie, WI  53590-2227 

(608) 837-2511 
FAX (608) 825-6879 

Website www.cityofsunprairie.com 



 
 

C. REVIEW COMMITTEE RESPONSES TO ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES WORKSHEET: Valerius provided 
an overview of the responses to the Sun Prairie Issues and Opportunities worksheet.  He explained 
that the greatest community assets, according to the results, were the growth of the community 
and investment in schools.  The biggest weaknesses were related to transportation, specifically the 
lack of public transit.  Additional feedback was that the city should invest more in transportation, 
manage growth more effectively, to continue to maintain a diverse housing stock, attract more 
well-paying jobs, and encourage downtown investment. 

 
D. DISCUSS CONSULTANT COMMENTARY ON SURVEY RESULTS: Valerius identified a number of topics 

from the Issues and Opportunities worksheet that he felt were important for the community.   
 

• The need for “smart, controlled redevelopment” within the community.  The group agreed that 
“smart, controlled redevelopment” was important, but disagreed with the definition of the 
phrase.  Some members believed that it referred to ensuring that redevelopment fits within the 
context of the existing neighborhood, while others felt that it meant ensuring that 
redevelopment should blend with existing structures and the future plan.  Others felt that it 
meant ensuring that the transportation network was enhanced with redevelopment.  

 
• The perception of a need for more street trees.  Generally the group agreed that Sun Prairie 

needs more street trees.  Stevens mentioned that the number of new neighborhoods on the 
west side with immature trees may be impacting that perception.  Oppenheimer said that 
residents may want more trees because they calm traffic.  Kugler explained that in the past 
trees disturbed as part of city projects were not replaced; however, this has changed in recent 
years. 

 
• The volume of the Angell Park Speedway races.  Muller said that one of the reasons the races 

have gotten louder is a transition from midget car racing to sprint car racing.  The group 
generally agreed that the races were loud, but only problematic on work nights.  It was 
explained to the groups that races occur on Sundays because Angell Park is part of a circuit, 
meaning that the drivers are in other communities on other nights of the week.   

 
• Perceptions of city’s sidewalk policy and perception of this policy.  Valerius explained that there 

seemed to be consensus to retrofit sidewalks on all streets, except for cul-de-sacs, as 
reconstruction of roadways occurs.  The group generally agreed.  Esser mentioned that the 
community must not allow exceptions, as this creates a patchwork sidewalk network. 

 
• Perceptions of multifamily housing and its impact on schools.  Survey results seemed to 

indicate that there is a perception that there is too much multifamily development and that it is 
causing the community to spend an increase amount on education.  Some committee members 
believed that the scale and location of the buildings was causing consternation and that 
education about what the buildings and their residents are like may relieve some residents’ 
concerns. 

 
• Perceptions of Sun Prairie’s brand. Valerius said that there seemed to be difficulty identifying a 

unifying brand for Sun Prairie.  He asked the group what they felt Sun Prairie was.  Ideas ranged 
from “a community with a small-town feel” to “a friendly community” to “a family-friendly 
Madison.”  Valerius transitioned by saying that this would be an appropriate survey question 
for the coming POLCO question. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

E. CONFIRM JULY POLCO POLL: The consultant said that the coming POLCO question will ask 
community members to define what Sun Prairie is to them. 

 
5. DISCUSSION OF NEXT MEETING DATE 

A. The next meeting date will be August 22, 2018 at 6:00 pm. 
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. None. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion to adjourn the June 27, 2018 meeting of the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee by 
John Muller (1st), Theresa Stevens (2nd) / approval by voice vote. 

 
Recorder: P. Gritzmacher, Jr. 
 
 
Posted:   Sun Prairie City Hall Sun Prairie Public Library Water & Light Commission 

300 East Main Street 1350 Linnerud Drive 125 West Main Street 
 
 
Paul T. Esser - Chairperson Kalvin Barrett  Peter Dettmer 
Jorge Hidalgo Don Hooser Curt Klinkner 
Drew Kuehl Emily Lindsey Stephanie Manthey 
John Muller Terrell Outlay Dan Presser 
Janet Rosseter Erin Ruth John Schulze 
Bryant Stempski Theresa Stevens Fred Stohl 
Angela Thomas 
 
 
 
NOTE: Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate 

aids and services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact the City Clerk’s Office, 300 East Main Street, Sun Prairie 
WI  53590   (608) 837-2511 

 
 
NOTE: It is possible that members of and a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in 

attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any governmental body at the above stated 
meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice. 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING ATTENDANCE 
 

Date:  July 25, 2018 
 
 

 
Committee Members Present Absent 
   
Mayor Paul T. Esser - Chairperson _____X_____ __________ 
   
Kalvin Barrett _____X_____ __________ 
   
Peter Dettmer ____X____ __________ 
   
Jorge Hidalgo __________ ____X______ 
   
Don Hooser _____X_____ __________ 
   
Curt Klinkner ____X______ __________ 
   
Drew Kuehl _____X_____ __________ 
   
Emily Lindsey _____X_____ __________ 
   
Stephanie Manthey __________ ____X______ 
   
John Muller _____X_____ __________ 
   
Terrell Outlay __________ ____X______ 
   
Dan Presser _____X_____ __________ 
   
Janet Rosseter __________ ____X_____ 
   
Erin Ruth _____X_____ __________ 
   
John Schulze __________ _____X_____ 
   
Bryant Stempski __________ _____X_____ 
   
Theresa Stevens _____X_____ __________ 
   
Fred Stohl __________ _____X_____ 
   
Angela Thomas __________ _____X_____ 
 
 



This chapter examines the current state of the agricultural, natu-

ral and cultural resources within the Planning Area. This informa-

tion will help to identify those resources that should be properly 

managed or protected as well as provide information regarding 

factors that may place natural limitations on development. These 

three types of resources have shaped the City’s past growth and 

will likely continue to influence city growth into the future.

Volume 2 of this plan element contains the goals, objectives, poli-

cies and recommendations that are intended to guide the preser-

vation, protection, expansion or improvement of natural and cul-

tural resources in Sun Prairie.

Agricultural,        
Natural and 
Cultural      
Resources 3
Volume 1 - Existing Conditions

AUGUST 15, 2018

DRAFT DOCUMENT
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COMMUNIT Y GARDEN
Community gardens provide 
a number of benefits includ-
ing an increased sense of 
community ownership, a cost 
effective source of fresh pro-
duce, a way to socialize with 
friends and neighbors, edu-
cational opportunities, and 
increased access to green 
space.

AG R I C U LT U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

Although Sun Prairie is considered an urban center within Dane 
County, agricultural uses and practices still exist within the City’s 
corporate boundaries.  As shown in the Existing Land Use Map (see 
Map 3-1), there is approximately 987 acres of land within the City’s 
boundaries used for agricultural purposes with 225 acres surround-
ing the municipal Water Pollution Control Facility used to cultivate 
marsh grass and the City leases 20 acres of land within Sheehan 
Park for crop production.  The remaining agricultural lands in the 
City limits are privately held and use for crop production.  There are 
significant portions of the City’s planning area that are under agri-
cultural production, but are not yet in the City.  The agricultural use 
of these properties is likely temporary until such time that these 
areas are developed for urban uses.

COMMUNIT Y GARDEN
Currently, there is one community garden within the City that is run by 
the Sun Prairie Community Garden Organization (SPCGO). The garden 
began in 1999 and is located on a city-owned property (1340 Lin-
nerud Drive) immediately east of the Sun Prairie Public Library.  The 
garden currently consists of 143 plots, each measuring 18 feet by 24 
feet, and is available for rent to people that reside or work within the 
City, or reside within the Sun Prairie School District. A small annual 
fee for each plot is necessary to cover the costs of maintenance, wa-
ter and electricity to serve the area.  The site is open from early May 
through the first frost in the fall.

INDUSTRIAL FOOD MARKET 
Another opportunity for connecting to area agricultural resources is 
through the Industrial Food Market Coalition (IFM), a project formed 
by the Dane County Planning and Development Department. Created 
in 2006, IFM works to connect large volume institutional buyers and 
large businesses with local and organically grown Wisconsin agricul-
tural products, and increase market opportunities for local growers.  
IFM works through education and outreach to better connect buyers 
and sellers through the Badgerland Produce Co-op Auction.

3–2 City of Sun Prairie Comprehensive Plan
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FARMERS MARKET
There are two organizations hosting Farmer’s Markets in the City of 
Sun Prairie: Sun Prairie Farmers Market and Prairie Lakes Farmers 
Market.  Both markets prvide locally sourced produce, meats, chees-
es, flowers, and number of processed items (e.g., soap, honey, maple 
syrup, etc.).

•	 The Sun Prairie Farmers Market runs year round.  The outdoor market 
runs from May through October on Tuesdays (in St. Vinny’s parking lot) 
and Saturdays (in the City Hall parking lot). The indoor winter market 
runs from November through April in the City Hall building.  

•	 Prairie Lakes Farmers Market is run by Prairie Lakes and is held in the 
central courtyard and pavilion.  The market is open on Thursday late 
afternoons between mid-May and mid-October. 

PRIME FARMLAND
Map 3-1 illustrates the soils in Sun Prairie and the surrounding area 
that are classified as prime farmland.  According to the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service, prime farmland is land that has the best 
combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producing 
food, feed, forage, fiber, and oil seed crops.  Although preserving pro-
ductive farmland is important, this needs to be balanced against the 
long-term need for the continued growth and development of the City.  
Due to political and physical barriers to growth to the north, west and 
southwest, it is likely that some areas of prime farmland to the south, 
southeast and east will be displaced by urban development at some 
point in the future.

DRAINAGE DISTRICTS
Drainage districts are areas of land that are drained for agriculture or 
other purposes using open ditches, tiles, pumps or levees. Districts 
are governed by drainage boards who have the authority to levee as-
sessments against landowners within the district who receive benefits 
from the drainage. Those assessments are used to cover the cost of 
constructing, maintaining, and repairing the drainage system. 

As shown on the graphic on the right, there are two Dane County Drain-
age Districts in the planning area (Districts #8 and #9), which covers 
5,468 acres of land.  Currently there is approximately 1,090 acres of 
land within the CIty of Sun Prairie limits (District #9). The City currently 
maintains the ditches and drains within the corporate boundaries and 
residents are already being charged for this service provision through 
the City’s stormwater utility.  Questions have been raised as to wheth-
er or not the City should continue to be part of such drainage districts 
since property owners are already paying for maintenance services 
through the stormwater utility.

McCoy Farm c.1949
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NATURAL RESOURCE 
IMPORTANCE

Understanding the commu-
nity’s inventory of natural 
resources and the rules and 
regulations that are in place 
to protect these resources is 
a critical step in the process 
of planning for future growth 
and development.  A balance 
is needed between the eco-
nomic growth of the City and 
the preservation of important 
natural resources that con-
tribute to the environmen-
tal health of the community 
and the quality of life for city 
residents.  Identifying critical 
resources and potential con-
flicts now will help all involved 
in future development deci-
sions to be better prepared 
to address and resolve such 
conflicts, and will help to en-
sure that critical resources 
are adequately protected.

GEOLOGY
Dane County has a varied and unique geologic and physiographic set-
ting.  In the center of Dane County is the Yahara River Valley, which 
encompasses some of the City of Sun Prairie and the surrounding area.  
In this area, deep glacial deposits dammed up large valleys and formed 
a chain of large lakes and wetlands.

The eastern part of Dane County is known as the drumlin and marsh 
physiographic area and includes most of the City of Sun Prairie.  The 
deposits found in this area include general glacial deposits with exten-
sive areas of marsh deposits.  This area consists of many low drumlin 
hills interspersed with shallow glacial deposits and scattered wetlands.

According to the National Resources Conservation Service, there are 
very few occurrences of bedrock issues.  These are generally located 
on the western and northeastern boundaries of the City where the bed-
rock lies between zero and three feet of the land surface.  However, 
there are known areas around the City where bedrock has been a prob-
lem for development.  Specific areas have been encountered during 
construction to the west of the CTH C corridor, and north of the Sun 
Prairie Business Park. 

TOPOGRAPHY
The topography in Sun Prairie and the surrounding area is generally 
flat with some gentle slopes.  There are several high points in the City.  
The topography of the land west of Schuster Road reaches an eleva-
tion of 1,040 feet above sea level and is the City’s highest point.  A 
second high point is located in the southwest corner of the Wyndham 
Hills subdivision.  The lowest point in the City is located in the far north-

N AT U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
 

 
Picnic at Token Creek
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Patrick Marsh Viewshed  

west corner of the City where the Token Creek crosses these lands.  
The topography in this area is 899 feet above sea level.  Other low 
points in the City are located along the Koshkonong Creek and the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad on the south side of the City.  Refer to 
Map 3-2 for location of slopes greater than twenty percent.

VEGETATION
Vegetation in this landscape has been significantly changed due to 
agricultural and urban land use practices.   Land cover within and 
surrounding Sun Prairie that had once been dominated by prairies, 
brush, oak openings, and marshes are now primarily developed 
or used as agricultural cropland.  Most riparian zones have been 
degraded through forest clearing, urban development, and inten-
sive agricultural practices.  Most wetlands have experienced wide-
spread ditching, grazing, and infestation by invasive plants.

Efforts are being made to plant native species on some public open 
space lands.  Examples include native plantings on stormwater 
management lands, and prairie restoration efforts on lands adja-
cent to the public library and at some area schools.  In addition, the 
City is planning a large-scale wetland and habitat restoration effort 
on lands located west of S. Bird Street and south of Sheehan Park.

MINERALS
Mineral resources in Dane County are non-metallic in nature.  Non-
metallic aggregate resources provide essential material for the 
construction of roads, buildings, utilities and community facilities. 
Mineral deposits having potential for extraction are usually located 
in land zoned agricultural and are subject to state and county regu-
lations with regard to mining extraction and restoration.  Increasing 
urbanization near resource areas represents the predominant bar-
rier to efficient extraction of these important resources.

Mineral extraction potential within the Sun Prairie extraterritorial 
jurisdiction area includes an area of potential sand and gravel de-
posits along the eastern edge of the City.  The southern end of this 
area has the highest potential as an extraction site, with the bal-
ance of the area having a lower potential.  

Wetland Feature in Smith’s Crossing
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Notes: 

Source: City of Sun Prairie with sand and gravel
data provide by Dane County Planning &
Development and geologic data provided by
Wisconsin Geological and Natural
History Survey.
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SOIL CHARACTERISTICS
Dodge-St.Charles-McHenry 
soils are located in the eastern, 
southern, and central portions of 
the city.

Plano-Ringwood-Griswold soils 
are located on the north and west 
sides of the city.

Batavia-Houghton-Dresden soils 
are located along Token Creek 
and Koshkonong Creek.

Each person uses, on average, 
about 140 gallons of groundwater 
per day.  

Public water supplies, including 
water used in municipal and pri-
vate systems for residential, in-
dustrial, and commercial purpos-
es, account for about 75% of total 
groundwater use.   

Urban areas account for 80% of 
groundwater use.

Source: Dane County Water Quality Plan 
Summary Plan 2004

 

Patrick Marsh

SOILS
Soil data is used to understand permeability and drainage, evaluate 
the ability of land to replenish groundwater supplies and filter contami-
nants, and to determine suitability and stability for development.  The 
general soils associations in the City of Sun Prairie are listed in the 
sidebar to the left.  Most of these soils are very deep, well-drained soils 
with slight to moderate limitations for urban uses.  An exception exists 
where hydric soils are found.  Hydric soils are formed under conditions 
of saturation, flooding, or ponding long enough during the growing sea-
son to develop anaerobic conditions.  Hydric soils typically correspond 
with designated environmental corridors, floodplains, wetlands and low 
areas surrounding creeks that have severe limitations for urban devel-
opment.  Map 3-2 depicts the location of non-hydric and hydric soils in 
Sun Prairie and the surrounding area.   

WATER RESOURCES

Wetland Feature in Smith’s Crossing

Water resources are regulated and protected at all governmental lev-
els.  The Dane County Lakes and Watershed Commission and the Dane 
County Board of Supervisors have authority, by Chapter 33 of the Wis-
consin Statutes, and the Capital Area Regional Planning Commission, 
by NR 121 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, to recommend mini-
mum water quality regulation standards and guidance of water quality 
programs that apply within the county and cities.

The County administers these regulations unless a City chooses to 
adopt and administer their own regulations that are at least as restric-
tive, or more so, than the County’s.  The City of Sun Prairie has chosen 
to adopt such regulations through the City’s Shoreland and Wetland, 
Floodplain, and Stormwater Runoff, Erosion and Non point Source Pol-
lution Ordinances.
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“Polluted urban runoff takes two 
general forms: 
•	 stormwater running off imper-

vious surfaces such as roof-
tops, parking lots and streets, 
carrying sediments, nutrients, 
and other pollutants; and 

•	 sediment-laden water flowing 
from development sites into 
streams and lakes.”

Source: DNR, Lower Rock River      
Basin-wide Issues

GROUNDWATER 
Groundwater serves many purposes, including development consump-
tion, irrigation, and flow to lakes, streams and rivers.  In Dane County, 
nearly all water supply sources originate from groundwater resources 
stored in aquifers.  Rural, shallow domestic wells draw from the upper 
sandstone and unconsolidated aquifers.  Municipal wells draw their 
water supply from the deep sandstone (Mt. Simon) aquifer.  Infiltration 
from precipitation is the major source of local groundwater recharge for 
both levels of aquifers.  The map on the right shows groundwater depth 
in the Sun Prairie area ranges between 0-50 feet.  The relative shallow 
depth to groundwater may pose a risk of basement flooding and pond-
ing in certain areas of the City. 

Although Chapter 106 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code authorizes 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources as the primary regula-
tory agency overseeing groundwater controls, local land use decisions 
and water utilities have increasing responsibility to protect ground and 
surface water.

SURFACE WATER
Surface water resources (i.e., lakes, rivers, wetlands and watersheds) 
require a regional level planning approach.  The City of Sun Prairie is 
intersected along its length by both surface water and groundwater di-
vides.  General water flow to the north and west of these divides is in a 
south-westerly direction toward the City of Madison.  Water flow on the 
south and east side of the divides is generally toward the communities 
of Deerfield and Marshall.

FIGURE 3-1:  GROUNDWATER FLOW DIRECTION

 
 
Source:  Dane County Water Quality Plan, Summary Plan 2004, Wisconsin Geological and Natural History 
Survey, 1995 
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WATERSHEDS
A majority of the City of Sun Prairie is within the Lower Rock River Basin 
encompassing portions of the Yahara River/Lake Mendota and Upper 
Koshkonong Creek Watersheds.  

Most of the original wetlands of the Lower Rock River Basin have been 
drained to accommodate agriculture and many streams sections had 
been ditched and straightened to provide more efficient drainage.  
These conditions, coupled with warm temperatures, erosion of sedi-
ment and nutrients from cropland, discharge of treated wastewater 
from urban development (and hydrologic modifications) contribute to 
overall poor water quality.  Additionally, erosion from construction sites 
and runoff from urban land uses as a result of increased urban devel-
opment will continue to exhibit more strain on the quality of the basin.

•	 The Upper Yahara-Mendota Watershed was designated in 1995 as a 
Priority Watershed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR).  Covering 85 square miles in north central Dane County, this 
watershed touches a mixture of urban, suburban, and agricultural land.  
Based on DNR groundwater susceptibility mapping, the watershed has a 
medium susceptibility for groundwater contamination.  As urban develop-
ment expands on Sun Prairie’s west side, there is raising concern about 
decreased groundwater recharge and altered base flow in Token Creek. 

FIGURE 3-2:  WATERSHEDS

Source: WI DNR Surface Water Data Viewer

Source: www.thedailypage.com

Token Creek
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TOKEN CREEK
Token Creek is a significant natural resource feature in the Sun 
Prairie area unique for its freshwater spring-fed stream ecosys-
tem and many inherent ecological and aesthetic values.  Passing 
through mostly agricultural land, the main stem of Token Creek is 
approximately ten miles long and flows from just north of Sun Prai-
rie to Cherokee Marsh, and is the primary tributary to the Yahara 
River.  The creek has an average width of fifteen feet and an aver-
age depth of 1.5 feet.  Water from the springs and other ground-
water sources from Token Creek contributes the most significant 
amount of base flow to Lake Mendota.

The Token Creek area is subject to a high level of development 
pressure from adjacent communities, including the City of Sun 
Prairie.  Stormwater runoff from these areas and three major high-
ways is often warmer than lakes and streams, and can raise water 
temperatures and degrade fish habitat.  Surrounding lands that 
drain to Token Creek have been designated as Thermally Sensitive 
Areas.  The City has taken several measures to help mitigate the 
impact of development, including the construction of a greenway 
near STH 19 and CTH C, and improved stormwater management 
practices that place an emphasis on infiltration.

KOSHKONONG CREEK
Koshkonong Creek is approximately 
42 miles long and the upper portion of 
the creek flows from the headwaters 
at the east edge of the City through 
the southern portion of the City.  The 
stream has an average width of twen-
ty feet and an average depth of one 
foot.  The creek flows through an open 
channel through most of the City with 
short enclosed sections in the Lin-
nerud Drive area.  The creek supports 
a warm water sport fishery in all but 
the first six miles of its length where 
it flows through the City and the Water 
Pollution Control Facility, which dis-
charges treated effluent.  A Sun Prairie 
Stormwater Utility Ordinance (Chapter 
15.30 of the Municipal Code) is in 
force to help control unfiltered runoff 
from storm sewers into the creek.

•	 The Yahara River Watershed drains almost 467 square miles in Dane 
County and includes parts of the north and west sides of the City 
of Sun Prairie.  This watershed includes Token Creek, which emp-
ties into the Yahara River and ultimately the Rock River after flowing 
through Lakes Mendota, Monona, Waubesa, and Kegonsa.

•	 The Koshkonong Creek Watershed drains approximately 279 square 
miles of mostly agricultural land in the far eastern part of Dane Coun-
ty and includes eastern, central and southern portions of the City of 
Sun Prairie.  This watershed includes the Koshkonong Creek, which 
empties into the Rock River after flowing through Lake Koshkonong.  
Although erosion control regulations are in effect, development, 
along with agricultural uses in the City and adjacent municipalities, 
continue to be a concern in this area.  The DNR identifies the water-
shed with a medium susceptibility for groundwater contamination.

The most northeastern tip of the City along US 151, and portions of 
the eastern boundaries, are within the Maunesha River Watershed 
within the Upper Rock River Basin.  As the City continues to grow in 
these directions, development will have more influence and effect 
on this watershed.  

•	 The Maunesha River Watershed drains 88 square miles of northeast-
ern Dane County that is characterized as seventy percent agricultural 

Koshkonong Creek Tributary
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The hydrology of a particular site 
is determined by the amount, 
flow, frequency, duration, and 
depth of water.  Wetland, or ‘hy-
dric’ soils are saturated or water-
logged for all or part  of the year.

 
Wetland Feature in Meadow Crossing

To address flooding and control 
water quantity, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Authority 
(FEMA) requires municipalities to 
perform floodplain mapping and 
management plan development 
to receive federal flood insurance.

land created from drained wetlands.  Twenty miles of the Maunesha River 
flows through Dane County, before eventually joining the Crawfish River.  
The river is a shallow, meandering, wetland drainage stream with a low 
gradient.   The river is classified as a warm water sport fishery and rates 
fairly good water quality in comparison to other monitored streams in 
Dane County, but is subject to runoff of agricultural fertilizers and erosion.

FLOODPLAINS
Cities are required by section 87.30 of Wisconsin Statutes and Chap-
ter NR 116 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code to adopt floodplain 
zoning ordinances to meet the minimum standards provided by the 
state.  The City’s floodplains zoning provisions are found in Chapter 
17.28 of the Zoning Ordinance.  Floodplains are identified as the 
100-year floodplain as designated on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRM) prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA).  The City also requires the identification and preservation of 
the flood carrying capacity of drainage areas that are not mapped by 
FEMA through its platting and development ordinances.

General floodplain boundaries are depicted on Sheet 2 of the City’s 
Official Zoning Map: Environmental Corridor-Natural Resource Protec-
tion.  Map 3-2 includes the FEMA mapped floodplains as well as other 
natural resources in Sun Prairie and surrounding areas.  A detailed 
site analysis is prepared with the proposal of development on any 
property that contains a floodplain area shown on either the City Zon-
ing Map or the FIRM. 

WETLANDS
Wetlands provide valuable wildlife habitat and contribute greatly to 
the asethetic appeal of an area.  They are natural filters for stormwa-
ter runoff and provide many additional benefits in the areas of pollu-
tion control, drainage, and hydrologic function.

Wetlands are regulated and protected at all governmental levels and 
development is generally prohibited within wetland areas.  Dane 
County and the City of Sun Prairie both enforce a buffer zone from 
wetlands, shorelands and bodies of water, within which only limited 
uses may be located.

According to the Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory, the wetlands in the 
City of Sun Prairie are generally found along Koshkonong Creek and 
Token Creek.  Other potential wetlands exist in the Sun Prairie area, 
however, it is likely that not all of them are mapped and further inves-
tigation is needed at the time of development.  Wetland boundaries 
are depicted on Sheet 2 of the City’s Official Zoning Map: Environmen-
tal Corridor-Natural Resource Protection.  See Map 3-2 for the general 
location of known wetlands in the Sun Prairie area. 
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“Environmental Corridors” are 
contiguous systems of open 
space in urban and urbanizing ar-
eas that include environmentally 
sensitive lands and natural re-
sources requiring protection from 
disturbance and development, 
and lands needed for open space 
and recreational use.

Source: Dane County Department of 
Planning and Development Environ-
mental Corridors Fact Sheet

ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS 
Title 17 of the City of Sun Prairie Zoning Ordinance establishes natural 
resource protection regulations for defined Environmental Corridors.  
Map 3-2 shows the natural resource features included on  Sheet 2 
of the City’s Official Zoning Map: Environmental Corridor-Natural Re-
source Protection.  

Environmental corridors in the Sun Prairie Urban Service Area have 
been mapped by the Capital Area Regional Planning Commission 
(CARPC).  Once delineated and adopted, local governments and state 
and federal agencies use the corridors to help make decisions regard-
ing the location of urban development and major facilities.  There are 
approximately 1,269 acres throughout the City of Sun Prairie defined 
as environmental and open space corridors that are additionally serv-
ing to function as drainageways and stormwater management.  Some 
of the corridors include the 100-year floodplain, wetlands and deten-
tion ponds.

OPEN SPACE
In addition to providing parklands for the public, open space serves 
to protect and preserve water quality and quantity, reduce non point 
source pollution, and enhance scenic beauty and wildlife habitat 
through both managed and natural areas.  The City of Sun Prairie 
has 411 acres of city-owned parks and over XX acres of open space 
adjacent to schools.  

LAND RESOURCES

Sun Prairie Business Park
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In 1991, The City of Sun Prairie and City of Madison executed an inter-
governmental agreement regarding community separation with the 
intent of designating and maintaining a permanent open space cor-
ridor along US 151 between the two municipalities.  This agreement 
has been altered several times, most recently through the adoption of 
the Town of Burke, Village of DeForest, City of Sun Prairie and City of 
Madison Cooperative Plan, adopted by all four communities in Janu-
ary 2007.  The agreement establishes goals for the establishment 
of a landscape buffer along the highway and the preservation of key 
lands for open space and recreation uses, among other things. Refer 
to Exhibits 11 and 12 of the Cooperative Plan for more detailed infor-
mation.  

URBAN FOREST
There are just a few areas classified as woodlands scattered through-
out the City, but they contribute to the fabric of an urban forest.  An 
urban forest is defined as all of the trees and other vegetation in and 
around a community, including tree-lined streets, trees in home land-
scapes, school yards, parks, riverbanks, cemeteries, vacant lots, util-
ity rights-of-way, and adjacent woodlands.

With the assistance of a Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) Urban Forestry Grant, the City of Sun Prairie Parks, Recreation 
and Forestry Department completed a Tree Inventory and Manage-
ment Plan in November 2007.  All street, park and public space trees, 
and planting sites were cataloged.  Since 2007, there have been 
many new planting of trees, which has bolstered the City’s inventory; 
however, it has also created an imbalance in the recommended tree 
diameter ratio that provides a sustainable pattern of growth and cov-
erage.  Based on Sun Prairie’s tree inventory, the majority (57%) are 
less than six inches in diameter with over forty percent of City trees 
comprised of maples (25%) and ash (19%).  68 percent of the ash 
trees are classified in fair to worse condition and should be monitored 
for susceptibility to Emerald Ash Borer infestation.   

2017-2022 PARK AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
In 2017, The City of Sun Prairie Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department updated the City’s five year Parks and 
Open Space Plan (CORP), now effective through 2022, which serves as a guideline for the planning, development and 
maintenance of the park system within Sun Prairie.  The plan contains an analysis of the present supply and needs of 
outdoor recreation facilities as well as a projection of some future needs.

The National Recreation and 
Park Association recommends 
a minimum of ten acres of lo-
cal parkland and twenty acres 
of regional open space for every 
1,000 people.

3–12 City of Sun Prairie Comprehensive Plan
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Natural resource areas are des-
ignated by Dane County and con-
sist of land specifically dedicated 
for protection and preservation 
of natural environments accom-
plished by acquiring land or con-
servation easements.

Patrick Marsh overflow is direct-
ed away from the natural outlet 
on the west side of the marsh to 
a watershed spillway culvert to 
the northeast that pipes water 
under Stone Quarry Road and US 
151, discharging it to a wetland 
north of the highway and into the 
Maunesha River watershed.

Patrick Marsh Planned Open Space

Source: Dane County Parks and Open 
Space Plan 2006-2011

NATURAL RESOURCE AREA BOUNDARIES (NRAB)
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Patr ick Marsh NRAB (est .  2001)
Located just south of US 151 on the eastern edge of the City of Sun 
Prairie, this resource area encompasses 990 acres of both public 
and private land.  Approximately 330 acres are protected for wetland 
and prairie preservation and restoration.  The majority of public land 
around the marsh is owned by the DNR (225 acres),  Dane County 
(25.5 acres), and the Natural Heritage Land Trust (79.5 acres).  The 
City of Sun Prairie Parks and Open Space Plan 2009-2013 identifies 
lands to the west and south of Patrick Marsh as planned open space.

The shallow marsh encompasses approximately 2.3 miles of shore-
line length and is home to more than 100 varieties of waterfowl and 
grassland nesting birds.  The Patrick Marsh resource area was includ-
ed in the DNR Land Legacy Report (2006) as one of the 229 places 
that are critical to protect "to meet Wisconsin's future conservation 
and recreation needs in the next 50 years."

The Dane County Parks Department worked with several area stake-
holders to prepare the Patrick Marsh Project Plan, adopted in June 
2003.  The plan encourages ongoing purchase of land at the site to 
restore the wildlife habitat, create trails that connect the protected 
properties at the Marsh with surrounding neighborhoods, and open 
the land to the public for hiking, nature study, and other activities.  A 
local conservation group, the Patrick Marsh Conservancy, has been 
working with the Natural Heritage Land Trust to raise funds to acquire 
lands surrounding the marsh, with the intent of restoring wetland and 
wet prairie habitat on these lands in the future.  Funding has been 
obtained through various sources, including grants through the State 
of Wisconsin, the Dane County Conservation Fund Grant program, and 
contributions from the City of Sun Prairie and numerous private do-
nors.



Token Creek NRAB (est .  1970)
Located adjacent to Sun Prairie, within the Towns of Windsor and 
Burke, and covering an area of 890 acres, this resource area extends 
from I-90/94 on the west along the creek to CTH C on the east.  The 
Token Creek valley is characterized by several wetlands, which remain 
close to their natural state, and heavily wooded mature hills identified 
as a significant natural and recreational preservation potential at the 
edge of an urbanized area.

Land preservation, stream restoration, and fish habitat improvement 
efforts have been a priority for this natural resource area.  In 1997 
the Token Creek Watershed Association was formed and has worked 
with the DNR, Dane County, and neighboring communities, including 
the City of Sun Prairie, in efforts to mitigate growth and development 
impacts.  Development lands within the City eventually drain into this 
portion of Token Creek, and as a result, stormwater treatment has 
been scrutinized very closely within this corridor in recent years.

The Token Creek Conservancy was created to include lands preserved 
through purchases, conservation easements, and land donated by 
property owners.  The Dane County Parks and Open Space Plan 2018-
2023 recommends the following actions: 

•	 Continue working with WDNR and conservation organizations on 
streambank restoration and fish habitat improvement projects;

•	 Dane County work towards acquiring lands north and east of Token 
Creek County Park to STH 19; and,

•	 Begin implementation of the 2011 master plan.

Koshkonong Creek NRAB (est .  2006)
Located in the Town of Sun Prairie, and covering almost 3,600 acres, 
the resource area is intended to provide a greenbelt open space be-
tween the City of Sun Prairie, Madison and the Village of Cottage 
Grove, and could help provide a long-term rural transition into the Town 
of Sun Prairie.  This project area extends from the City of Sun Prai-
rie south to I-94 and the northern tip of the Blooming Grove Drumlin 
Natural Resource Area.  It also includes environmental corridor lands 
northeast of McCarthy County Park that drain into the Koshkonong 
Creek.  This corridor could provide a diversity of benefits including 
flood mitigation, wetland restoration potential, and future recreation 
opportunities such as shore fishing and trails.  Protection of these 
lands is also expected to include working farms that exist throughout 
the drainage district areas.

Koshkonong Creek Tributary at   
Sheehan Park

Token Creek Mill c. 1960’s

Token Creek
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THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES
Threatened and endangered species and habitats, such as rare plants 
and animals, and natural communities, are identified on a county, 
township and watershed level through the Wisconsin Natural Heritage 
Inventory (NHI) program, established in 1985.  Part of an internation-
al network established by the Nature Conservancy, Wisconsin State 
Statute 29.604 and Administrative Rule NR 27 established the Wis-
consin Endangered and Threatened Species Law that is administered 
by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  A listing of 
endangered and threatened species found in and around Sun Prairie 
is included in Appendix I.  There are no specific occurrences of endan-
gered species, federally listed or otherwise, within the City of Sun Prai-
rie corporate boundaries or its’ extraterritorial jurisdiction territory.

NAVIGABLE,  DESIGNATED, AND IM-
PAIRED       
WATERS 303(d)
The Yahara River, Token Creek, Koshkonong Creek, 
and Maunesha River are classified as navigable wa-
ters.  Token Creek and Koshkonong Creek are also 
considered Areas of Special Natural Resource Inter-
est and therefore require state permits for any con-
struction activity as governed by the DNR through 
Chapters 30 and 31 of the state statutes.

Per Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act, the DNR 
must report all impaired waters in the state that 
are not meeting water quality standards.  The DNR 
maintains a list of impaired waters, and reports ev-
ery two years to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) on its priorities for dealing 
with impaired waters through the Dane County Land 
and Water Resource Management Plan.  Table 3-1 

shows which portions of the Token Creek and the Maunesha River are 
listed as impaired waters with a high priority rank for water quality 
improvement.

INVASIVE SPECIES
Invasive species are any plant, animal, fish, insect, or pathogen not 
indigenous to a region.  When introduced, these non-native species 
negatively affect native species, ecosystems, recreational activities, 
commercial, agricultural, and aquacultural resources.  The absence 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Impaired Waterways
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Invasive plants and animals are 
the second major threat to biodi-
versity in the United States

Photos by Elizabeth J. Czarapata

Reed Canary Grass

 

Purple Loosestrife

 

of predators and competitors lead to rapid and aggressive dispersion.  
Native species with limited population size or ecological range can be 
particularly susceptible.  

The DNR and the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection have authority to regulate invasive species and the DNR 
has proposed an Invasive Species Identification, Classification and 
Control Rule to allow for more rapid collaboration with local govern-
ments and landowners to contain and prevent infestations.  The City 
of Sun Prairie municipal code requires by law the destruction of all 
noxious weeds by landowners.

Examples of invasive plant species known to be present in Sun Prairie 
include purple loosestrife, a wetland perennial that grows in a wide 
range of habitats; and reed canary grass, a wetland perennial grass 
often found in moist organic soils.

The migration of the Asian Beetle and Gypsy Moth are currently being 
monitored.  The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was first identified in Wis-
consin in Ozaukee County in August 2008.  Urban concentrations and 
areas immediately adjacent face the highest risk of EAB infestation.  

AIR QUALIT Y
The Clean Air Act requires the EPA to set National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS).  By means of a statewide Air Monitoring Network, 
the DNR is responsible for monitoring six NAAQS criteria pollutants 
considered harmful to public health and the environment.  They are 
Carbon Monoxide, Lead, Nitrogen Dioxide, Particulate Matter (PM10) 
and (PM2.5), Ozone, and Sulfur Oxides.  The closest monitoring sta-
tion recording particle pollution (PM2.5) levels for the area is located 
on the east side of Madison.  

On October 1, 2015, the EPA lowered the eight-hour ozone standard.  
Because the ozone standard has been lowered to 70 ppb (from 75 
ppb), there may be more air quality advisories issued, even if the air 

TABLE 3-2 
SUN PRAIRIE CONTAMINATED SITES (OPEN STATUS)

Activity Number Address Type Start
06-13-402124 Chiquita Processed Foods 151 Market St. Open VPLE 1/17/2003

03-13-193977 Davison C-Store 423 Columbus St Open LUST 6/22/1998

02-13-195919 CGC Bulk Plant 220 E Linnerud Dr Open ERP 8/12/1998

03-13-548068 Prairie Foreign Cars 400 W Main St Open LUST 8/16/2006

Source:  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
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quality itself has not changed.  Violation of these 
standards would require more strict pollution emis-
sion controls.  Major factors affecting air quality 
include vehicle, industrial, power plant, and farm 
emissions.  

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION
Industrial and commercial properties are a po-
tential source of release of contaminants that af-
fect natural resources and the environment.  The 
DNR Remediation and Redevelopment program 
ensures proper cleanup of the release of hazard-
ous substances to land, water or air.  Degradation 
of groundwater is the primary concern for environ-
mental impacts from contamination.  Releases are 
most often discovered at the time of property trans-
fer and during building expansion/demolition and 
infrastructure activities.

As of August 2018, the DNR database of contami-
nated and cleaned up sites identified 173 open and 
closed sites within the corporate boundary, with 
four sites listed as open sites involving ongoing 
cleanup (see the table on the previous page).  

CONTAMINATED PROPERT Y 
REMEDIATION
Parcels of industrial or commercial property with 
identified contaminants have the potential to be-
come viable redevelopment sites.  Typically locat-
ed in urban areas, the remediation of these infill 
properties makes best use of existing infrastructure 
and contributes to the minimization of community 
sprawl.  

Funding for the assessment, remediation, and plan-
ning of under utilized and environmentally con-
taminated sites is available to local governments 
through county, state and DNR grant programs.  
Some of these programs are listed below.

Tax incremental financing (TIF) districts have been 
created to finance downtown revitalization efforts 
in Sun Prairie.  The Downtown Master Plan, adopted 
in 2001, was made possible in part with funding 
awarded from two BUILD Grants and a Site Assess-
ment Grant for planning, implementation, and re-
mediation of industrial sites within the project area.  
Redevelopment included a new public gathering 
open space and the rehabilitation of an historic 
cannery building.  

DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE PROGRAMS

•	 Blight Elimination and 
Brownfields Redevelop-
ment Grant - as part of 
the CDBG program.

•	 Community Development 
Zone program

•	 Petroleum Environmental 
Cleanup Fund

DNR PROGRAMS

•	 Brownfield, Green Space 
and Public Facilities Grant

•	 Brownfield Site Assess-
ment Grant

•	 Land Recycling Loans
•	 Stewardship Grants

DANE COUNT Y 
PROGRAMS

•	 Better Urban Infill Land 
Development (BUILD)

•	 Commercial Revitalization 
Loan Funds

•	 Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG)
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C U LT U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

COMMUNIT Y HISTORY                                     
 SUN PRAIRIE,  OUR HOME:  BY PETER KLEIN

Sun Prairie’s settlement in 1837 was preceded by Native American settlements in this area for more than 12,000 
years.  Native American history is important to understanding the development of early Sun Prairie. Native American 
trails became roads used by Caucasian settlers.  Burial Mounds, village sites, and artifacts still remain in this area.  Na-
tive American people continued to visit this area into the 1960s; they remembered their history through oral tradition

Madison and Sun Prairie were born out of the influence of developers in the Wisconsin Territorial government.  James 
Doty, who owned many acres of land in the four-lakes area of what is now Dane County, convinced the territorial legisla-
tors to build the new Wisconsin Territory capitol in the “paper city of Madison.”  The territorial legislature commissioned 
Augustus A. Bird as the architect and construction foreman of the new capitol.

In 1837 Bird assembled carpenters and mechanics in Milwaukee for the construction of the new territorial capitol in 
Madison.  After days of rain that rendered the trip memorable, the sun came out when they entered the lobe of a small 
prairie.  A member of the expedition inspired by the sun on the prairie named the site Sun Prairie on June 9, 1837.

Sun Prairie was the western frontier when the first white settlers arrived here.  Local stories and legends are replete 
with the difficulties involved in the settlement of the Sun Prairie area.  The Sun Prairie Squatters Protective Society 
formed on March 5, 1845.  Another society was the Sun Prairie and Token Creek Anti-Horse Thief Society.  When the 
survey of the newly incorporated Village of Sun Prairie was completed on Nov. 20, 1868, it marked the separation of 
the village from the Town of Sun Prairie.

Cultural and historic resources can help define a community’s sense of 
identity and link the present with the past. This section will examine the 
places, events and organizations that contribute to the City’s history and 
uniqueness. See Map X-X.
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Sun Prairie was primarily a farming community as late as the 1960s.  The village served as an economic, religious, 
and cultural center for the farming community.  Rural Schools and rural settlements such as Pierceville, North Bristol, 
East Bristol, and Burke Station became community centers.  Sun Prairie had the first Rural Free Delivery Route in 
Wisconsin, which started on November 17, 1896.

The formation of the Sun Prairie Canning Company in 1900 gave farmers another way of preserving their crops and 
extending their markets away from the Sun Prairie area.

The village’s dependence on the farming community experienced a major change with the formation of the Sun Prairie 
Spark Plug Factory in 1919. This factory, later known as the Sun Prairie Porcelain Company, provided a major alterna-
tive to employment in the agricultural community.  The company provided women with full-time employment.  Women 
comprised about half of the factory’s employees.

German Prisoners of War worked in the factory during the war.  Canning Company employment records in the 1950s 
listed many categories of employees that worked in the factory.  The factory later depended upon Hispanic employees 
and constructed housing units for some of its employees.

The village of Sun Prairie incorporated into a city in 1958.  The need to provide housing for military personnel stationed 
at Truax Field in the 1960’s was the catalyst for Capehart, a housing area consisting of 280 units off of N. Bird Street, 
an area now known as Vandenburg Heights and Prairie Homes.  Capehart brought Sun Prairie’s residents their first 
major contact with people of different ethnic and racial groups.

New industries developed in the community during the 1950’s and 60’s, these industries including: the Wisconsin 
Cheeseman, Diesel Injection Service, Foulke Rubber Products and General Telephone Company.  Admiral opened 
a television component factory in Sun Prairie in 1965, which was later redeveloped in 1967 as Goodyear. General 
Casualty opened a two-story building containing 120,000 square feet in 1982.  Since then, Sun Prairie continues to 
experience the establishment of industries in its Business Park.  Sun Prairie has continued to diversify with steady 
growth of new business establishments and business expansions in the Sun Prairie Business Park.

Sun Prairie changed from a farming community of 2,263 residents in 1950 to a community of 4008 in 1960.  In 1970 
city residents increased to 9,935.  Approximately 25,370 residents in 2008.  Two periods of significant population 
increase have taken place: from 1960 to 1970 and from 1990 to the present. Much of this growth has occurred to the 
west and northwest, most likely influenced by the proximity of this area to transportation corridors that connect Sun 
Prairie with the rest of the Madison region.  The majority of the recent increase has occurred on the City’s west side, 
in concert with Madison’s outward expansion.

The growth of the City over time has led to a great deal of change in the community, as example of this change can be 
illustrated by the changes in the community’s school facilities. In 1950, the Sun Prairie School Public School System 
consisted of one building serving grades kindergarten through twelfth grade.  In 2008, a seventh public elementary 
school was under construction.  The district operates two middle schools and one high school.  Upgrades to these 
facilities and a new school for eighth and ninth graders are currently underway.  There are also several private schools 
in the City offering alternatives for the student population.

Sun Prairie’s history will continue to evolve, changing its employment opportunities, housing, and community services, 
to meet future needs.
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REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
The City of Sun Prairie has four properties listed on the National and 
State Register of Historic Places.  The Crosse House, built in 1883 and 
located at 133 W. Main Street, is a two-story frame structure trimmed 
in the Victorian, Carpenter Gothic style.  The building architecture is 
unique in Sun Prairie.  Historically the house has been used for a num-
ber of purposes including a doctor’s office and pharmacy, a grocery 
store, and a creamery and ice cream shop. Due to the construction 
of the new Water and Light Commission building in 1999, the Crosse 
House was moved approximately one lot to the west of its original 
location.

Another Sun Prairie home on the Register of Historic Places is the 
Adam and Mary Smith House, originally located along US 151 be-
tween Madison and Sun Prairie.  This brick structure was built in late 
1800’s of the Italianate architectural style and was recently moved 
approximately one-half mile as a result of an expansion of US 151.  
It now serves as the anchor and namesake for the Smith’s Crossing 
development on the City’s southwest side.

Effective April 6, 2000, the Columbus Street Water Tower is on the 
Register of Historic Places.  The water tower is a sixty-foot high struc-
ture rising from a two-foot rusticated foundation, which is almost en-
tirely below the level of the plaza and the street.  The tower is topped 
with a steel tank, which adds thirty feet to its overall height of 92 feet.  
The water tower is significant to the history of the community because 
this modern structure, and the necessary administrative organization 
to manage it, marked the development of the community from a vil-
lage into a municipality.

The fourth property, listed on the National and State Register of His-
toric Places in 2004, is the Fuhremann Canning Company Factory 
located at 151 Market Street. The factory, constructed in the early 
1900’s and active into the 1970’s, served the surrounding agricultural 
industry through vegetable processing and canning. The building now 
serves as the anchor for Cannery Square, part of the City’s downtown 
redevelopment project.

SUN PRAIRIE HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
This red brick building, located at 115 E. Main Street, was constructed 
in 1924 and currently serves as the headquarters of the Museum. The 
museum building has served many purposes over the years including 

PLACES

WI ARCHITECTURE AND 
HISTORY INVENTORY

The State Historical Society con-
ducted a survey of Sun Prairie’s 
architecture beginning in 1977.  
The inventory currently lists 55 
sites with historic architecture; 
however, a number of the build-
ings are no longer in existence. 
A full list of these sites can be 
obtained through the State His-
torical Society. More detailed in-
formation about these and other 
sites can also be obtained at the 
Sun Prairie Historical Library and 
Museum.

Adam and Mary Smith House
Pre and Post Relocation
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use as a library, city offices, the village council chamber, World War II 
Red Cross center, and as the original site of the Colonial Club.

Downtown Sun Prairie and its surrounding neighborhoods contain a 
number of historic buildings, however, there are no formally recog-
nized historic districts within the City.  An example includes the Car-
gill Granary located south of Linnerud Drive near the railroad tracks, 
which was constructed in 1923 by Fred Chase and may be the only 
one of its kind in the country.  The City has recently implemented an 
overlay district as part of the adoption of the Business District Revi-
talization Plan to encourage the preservation and      enhancement of 
historic buildings in the downtown area.

CEMETERIES
Cemeteries are another example of a resource that can add to a com-
munity’s sense of history. Formally catalogued burial sites, including 
cemeteries and Native American mounds, are protected from distur-
bance by state law.  The Sun Prairie Historical Library and Museum 
maintains a ‘death list’ on its web site that includes a more detailed 
description and location of many area cemeteries.

NATIVE AMERICAN MOUNDS
Although there are no documented Native American burial mound 
sites in the area, a cluster of mounds is said to be located in the gen-
eral vicinity of Patrick Marsh - according to the Patrick Marsh Project 
Plan developed by the Dane County Parks Department in 2003. The 
mounds are located on private property and are somewhat protected 
by the existing residential development.   

 
 
Crosse House 

Crosse House

Columbus Street Water Tower c.1912

Fuhremann Canning Company Factory
c.1928 and 2008

Historical Museum c.1920’s Cargill Granary
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Angell Park: Corn Fest 1970’s

 

Colonel Angell c.1890’s

Harness Racing

http://www.sunprairiedreampark.com/

ANGELL PARK
Angell Park, located between CTH N and the railroad tracks on the 
City’s east side, was created in the early 1900’s when Colonel Angell 
donated fifteen acres of ‘Angell’s Grove’ to the Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. The official dedication of the park took place on June 20, 1903.

The Volunteer Fire Department finished construction on the first park 
pavilion in 1904, to coincide with the second annual harvest festival 
in August of that year. In 1919, the pavilion was moved and expanded 
to its present location. The reconstruction at that time doubled its 
original size and added a lower floor. The pavilion currently houses the 
National Midget Auto Racing Hall of Fame historical display.

The park was, and continues to be, the site of many community events. 
The park has hosted harness racing, auto racing, industrial fairs, high 
school athletics, recreation classes, and was the site of the city pool 
from 1958-1992.

Now at approximately 62 acres in size, Angell Park continues to host 
midget auto races throughout the summer months, is home to the 
Sun Prairie Sweet Corn Festival, and includes the recently constructed 
Firemen’s Park In the Prairie.
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There are numerous events that occur in the community, both on a 
regular basis and as one-time events with a sampling of events sum-
marized below.  For additional community events see the Chamber of 
Commerce’s and/or the City of Sun Prairie’s website.

GEORGIA O’KEEFFE CELEBRATION & 
SUN PRAIRIE TASTE OF THE ARTS FAIR
This annual event celebrates the City’s most famous resident, world-
renowned artist Georgia O’Keeffe. She was born in 1887 on a dairy 
farm in the Town of Sun Prairie. O’Keeffe is known for her paintings 
of flowers, shells, rocks, landscapes, and animal bones.  The festival 
showcases the work of local artists and displays a number of framed 
O’Keeffe prints.  

This celebration is in combination wit hthe Sun Prairie Taste of the 
Arts Fair.  The Arts Fair is hosted at Sheehan Park and includes more 
than 100 fine crafts/artists boths, wine and cheese tasting and food 
vendors.   

DOWNTOWN ARTFUL WINE WALK
This event is hosted downtown amongst several businesses where 
event-goers can sample unique wines and delicious appetizers, while 
enjoying interesting art and live music.

MIDGET AUTO RACING
Midget Auto Racing originated in 1934 at the Gilmore Stadium in 
Los Angeles, CA. Soon thereafter, the sport spread throughout the 
country and began in Wisconsin at the Blue Mound Dog Racing Track 
in Brookfield.

Midget Racing came to Angell Park in 1946 when the harness racing 
track was shortened from a one-half mile to a one-third mile semi-
banked, clay oval. Over the years, concrete walls and double steel 
barriers have replaced the hay bales and trees that once lined the 
perimeter of the course. Modern concession, restroom facilities, and 
a remodeled public pavilion and restaurant at track side, have added 
to spectator comfort and enjoyment.  Races are generally held every 
Sunday between Memorial Day and Labor Day.

COMMUNIT Y TREE LIGHTING
A tradition since 1915, this event marks the beginning of the holi-
day season. The lighting ceremony currently takes place the Friday 
after Thanksgiving in front of the Sun Prairie Historical Library and 
Museum.

EVENTS
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Photo Source:  Sun Prairie Historical Museum Circa: 1968

GROUNDHOG DAY   
For over 50 years, the Sun Prairie members and supporters have been proclaiming Sun Prairie to be 
"The Groundhog Capital of the World." This proclamation has caused reverberations from the halls of 
Congress, to the coal fields of Pennsylvania, and in the news media of the country.  The tradition of 
Groundhog Day is tied to Candlemas Day, a centuries old celebration day in Europe.  Folklore states:  
"If the day is bright and clear there'll be two winters in the year."

The Groundhog Day tradition in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin dates back to 1948, when Wisconsin celebrat-
ed its centennial year.  Many ways were found to commemorate the centennial event, both public 
and personal.  One such private observance was a rather ambitious project.  A commercial artist, Ira 
Bennett, of Eau Claire, Wisconsin and his young son decided to create a series of commemorative 
post cards relating various locations in Wisconsin to the holidays throughout the year.  Some of the 
cities chosen were: Independence, Wisconsin for July 4th, Port Washington, Wisconsin for Washing-
ton's Birthday, Loyal, Wisconsin for Boy Scout Sunday (a scout is loyal).  Groundhog Day required a 
stretch of the imagination.  The groundhog sees his shadow when the sun comes up on the prairie, 
thus, Sun Prairie was picked for the honor.

At that time the postmaster in Sun Prairie was Margaret McGonigle, a lifelong resident, active in 
politics and a promoter of the virtues of Sun Prairie.  When this idea was presented she quickly 
asked the artist his permission to use this idea to further promote the community.  Soon after, the 
Sun Prairie Groundhog Club was organized as a sort of serious spoof.  All people born on February 2 
were eligible to be groundhogs.  Those born on other days in February were designated woodchucks.  
The word spread and birth certificates were mailed to folks all over the country, for a nominal fee.

Ground hogging really hit its stride in Sun Prairie when the 4-H Club and its leaders, Erich and Teena 
Lenz took over.  Erich, never one to do things halfway, immediately got live groundhogs and always 
had one ready for the ceremony.  Dan Royle, the newspaper publisher and neighbor to the Lenz', 
made his contribution to the legend with his recipe for Moose Milk, a hot milk drink with the kick of 
a moose (liquor).  The celebrations were held at the Lenz home on Pony Lane, with their ample home 
bursting with media people, local politicians and anyone else who wanted to be there at sunrise.  
Telephone calls came from TV and radio stations all over the country wanting to know if spring was 
at hand or if we were in for six more weeks of winter.
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Source:  Neil Stechschulte “Jimmy and Jerry 3” 

Mayor Chase, Jerry Hahn and JimmyPhoto Source:  Neil Stechschulte

Each year, the groundhog group had a different scheme to attract the attention of the country.  One 
year, two stuffed groundhogs were married in a wedding ceremony.  This gave rise to a declaration by 
Wisconsin Congressman Glen Davis in the Congressional Record that Sun Prairie groundhogs were 
"legitimate" and that those in Pennsylvania were otherwise.  This of course prompted an equally 
frivolous response from the Punxsutawney congressman, all printed in the Congressional Record.  
Congressman Davis has a Sun Prairie street named in his honor.  When Sputnik was the subject of 
conversation, the groundhog was sent to the moon by rocket to keep up with the Russians.

All this high-jinx did not go unnoticed by the groundhog club in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania who 
claimed prior rights to the title.  Good natured ribbing has been the order of the day since the start. 
One year the Pennsylvania rodent didn't see his shadow and Sun Prairie's Jimmy did, the locals pro-
claimed the reason was that their animal's eyes were full of coal dust and of course couldn't see his 
shadow.

The first Groundhog Ball was held at a now defunct dance hall, Tropical Gardens, on the corner of Bird 
and Main Streets.  The Groundhog Ball is now sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and is held at 
The Round Table on a Saturday night around Groundhog Day.

After caring for many generations of Jimmy the Groundhog, Erich Lenz retired.  Today, the Sun Prairie 
Chamber of Commerce is the official sponsor of the Groundhog Day festivities.  Upon the retirement 
of Mr. Lenz, the Chamber sought out new caretakers.  Ted and Cheri Krisher volunteered to care for 
Sun Prairie’s famous prognosticator.  Having cared for Jimmy for 20 years, the Krisher family retired 
and the responsibility was transferred to Sun Prairian Jerry Hahn.

The Chamber partners with local organizations to host the Groundhog Day event and member busi-
nesses participate via booth displays and promotion.  A community breakfast is held with approxi-
mately 1,000 people on hand to hear Jimmy the Groundhog predict an early spring or six more weeks 
of winter.  Jimmy the Groundhog boasts an 80% accuracy rate in predicting what type of weather is 
in store!

Source: Sun Prairie Chamber of Commerce
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SWEET CORN FESTIVAL

The first annual Sweet Corn Festival was held on August 29 and 30 in 1953. It is the oldest sweet 
corn festival in Wisconsin. The 1953 and 1954 festival grounds extended along the two blocks of An-
gell Street, just north of Main Street. The 1953 festival served 13,000 ears of corn and two hundred 
pounds of butter to 6,000 people on Saturday, August 29.

The festival moved to Angell Park's more spacious grounds in 1955, the third year of the festival. The 
1957 corn festival committee assignments included eight committees: dance, corn, butter, queen, 
concessions, corn sales, rides, and advertising. Bingo in the Angell Park pavilion was added to the 
roster of events in 1973.

The festival is the major event of the year in Sun Prairie. A corn building staffed by volunteers re-
mains the center of the festival. Service clubs and organizations use the festival to gain operating 
funds for their community projects.

In 1997, Stokely USA, expanded their facilities. Stokely had cooked the corn for the festival for years 
so the festival had the challenge of finding a new location to steam over 70 tons of sweet corn. The 
solution came in constructing a new "community owned" corn cooking building with the help of lo-
cal businesses and residents interested in taking "stalk" in the Sun Prairie Sweet Corn Festival. The 
community rallied to protect the future of the time-honored tradition that the festival has become. 
The new corn steaming facility was completed in 1997.

Approximately 100,000 people now attend the four day Sweet Corn Festival. On Saturday and Sun-
day nearly 70 tons of sweet corn is served on the grounds. The corn and the carnival continue to be 
the major attractions on the grounds. In addition, there are a wide variety of family activities, stage 
shows, musical entertainment, mini-golf, a craft show, petting zoo and a parade.

Source: Sun Prairie Chamber of Commerce
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Concerts in the Park

Sun Prairie Civic Theater

Flags of Freedom Parade

A number of organizations exist to promote and maintain a range 
of cultural resources within and around the City.  The American 
Legion Post #333, VFW Post #9362 and a list of other organiza-
tions can be obtained by contacting the Sun Prairie Chamber of 
Commerce.  Some examples include:

SUN PRAIRIE HISTORICAL SOCIET Y
The purpose of this organization is to support the on-going efforts 
of the Museum. The Society sponsors a regularly held tour of his-
toric homes within the City.

SUN PRAIRIE HISTORICAL RESTORATIONS
This non-profit group was organized in 1976 for the purpose of 
preserving the historic Crosse House on Main Street. Its on-going 
mission is to preserve and restore any improvement in the City 
that has a special character or historical interest as a part of the 
cultural characteristics of Sun Prairie.

SUN PRAIRIE CIVIC THEATRE
This area theatre group, created in 1970, performs four different 
productions a year. They are headquartered within the remaining 
Bradley farm buildings located on S. Bird Street next to Sheehan 
Park where rehearsals, meetings, set construction, and storage 
take place.  Performances are held at the Sun Prairie High School 
auditorium which functions as the main facility serving the com-
munity as a performing arts venue.

THE COLONIAL CLUB
This organization originated in 1969 to provide a meeting place 
and activities for seniors. The initial meetings took place in the 
basement of the Sun Prairie Historical Library and Museum. The 
Colonial Club is now located at 301 Blankenheim Avenue. 

SUN PRAIRIE COMMUNIT Y BAND
The Community Band, sometimes referred to as the Legion Band, 
was formed in 1961 and is comprised of adults and students.  
Free performances are conducted throughout the year including 
outdoor concerts at city parks, a spring and fall concert, and at 
community events.

SUNSHINE PLACE
This charitable, non-profit organization directs and administers 
the operation of a facility located at 18 Rickel Road.  The building 
currently houses a food pantry, a non-profit second-hand clothing 
store and space for community-oriented tenants. It is intended to 
provide a single point of access for residents in need.

ORGANIZATIONS
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GOALS, OBJECTIVES, POLICIES & RECOMMENDATIONS 
AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL, AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

 
 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
GOAL  1  
Preserve agr icu l tural  land in  ident i f ied  
preservat ion  areas 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1. Encourage the preservation of productive agricultural 

lands by preventing the proliferation of urban uses 
and unsewered urban development outside of the 
City’s Urban Service Area. 

2. Within the context of larger boundary agreements, 
work with surrounding Towns to protect identified 
agricultural preservation areas. 

3. Encourage clustering of rural residential homes, 
when allowed, away from prime agricultural lands. 

4. Promote infill development on under-utilized sites 
within the City to help reduce the pressure to expand 
into surrounding agricultural areas as the City grows.  

 
GOAL  2  
Increase opportunit ies  for  access  to  healthy  and sustainable  food choices  wi th in  the Ci ty  
 
OBJECTIVES 
1. Allow appropriately scaled agricultural uses within the City. 
2. Support local farm product processing and marketing initiatives. 

3. Encourage Community Supported Agricultural operations in the area. 

 
P O L IC IES  AN D  R E COMM EN D A TI ONS  
1. Unincorporated lands designated “Rural Area” and “Future Neighborhood Planning Area (Beyond 2030)” on the 

City of Sun Prairie’s Land Use Plan Map shall only be used for or developed with agriculture, agribusiness and 
farm-based residential uses.  

2. The maximum density (i.e. the number of dwelling units per acre) of unsewered, non-farm residential uses and 
unsewered, farm-based residential uses within the City of Sun Prairie’s three-mile extraterritorial plat approval 
jurisdiction shall not exceed one dwelling unit per 35 acres, unless allowed through an adopted intergovernmental 
agreement. 

3. The City of Sun Prairie strongly recommends that its neighboring townships implement policies within 
comprehensive plans that protect existing agricultural lands from unsewered urban development.  

•Farmland being developed
•Need more community gardens, urban ag
•Lack of local sourced foods
•Lack of multi-cultural food markets

Issues

•Distance to agricultural resources
•Public market
•More emphasis on local food
•Strong ag ties in the community

Opportunities



4. When allowed, unsewered, non-farm residential uses within the City’s extraterritorial plat approval jurisdiction area 
should be clustered. Redundant - Goal 1, Objective 3. 

5. Subject to intergovernmental agreements, clustering of farm or non-farm residential lots shall not inhibit future 
City growth. 

6. Support the continuation and expansion of community gardens in areas that are compatible with surrounding 
uses.  

7. If existing gardens are displaced by other civic uses, consider relocating the gardens to other available lands, such 
as portions of Sheehan Park that are currently being farmed. 

8. Amend the City’s Ordinances as needed to allow agricultural uses, such as community gardens, roof top gardens, 
small-scale organic orchards and vineyards that are compatible with surrounding uses.  

9. Continue to support the Farmers’ Market by providing space for the Market to operate and use of support facilities 
if available nearby. 

10. Support and promote the continuation of the Sun Prairie Sweet Corn Festival. Moved to Cultural Resources 
Section. 

11. Investigate the potential for the development of a public market as recommended in the City’s Downtown, Phase 
II Plan - as an outlet for more locally grown food products. 

12. Provide public education and awareness of local Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) opportunities and of the 
availability of county voucher and other sponsored programs available to support CSA efforts. 

13. Encourage local institutional uses such as schools, hospitals, assisted living facilities, and other large businesses 
that serve food, to participate in the Dane County Institutional Food Market Coalition (IFM). 

14. Encourage local businesses such as grocers and restaurants to buy more local food products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NATURAL RESOURCES 

GOAL 

Protect  and preserve the natura l  resource 
features  in  the Ci ty  and i ts  env irons 
 

OBJECTIVES 
1. Preserve natural resource protection areas and 

environmental corridor features including 
waterways, floodplains, wetlands, ground water 
recharge areas, steep slopes (greater than 12%), 
wildlife habitat, scenic vistas, and mature 
woodlands through the enforcement of the City’s 
adopted natural resource protection zoning 
standards and through the use of the City’s 
Subdivision Ordinance and Official Map. As feasible, 
ensure natural areas are accessible to the public 
and allow for passive recreation. 

2. Foster the protection of natural resource features 
from development by requiring those features to be accurately depicted on all site plans, certified survey maps, 
preliminary plats, and final plats. 

3. Preserve planned green space corridors between the Cities of Madison and Sun Prairie. 

4. Encourage compact, well-planned mixed-use developments which minimize reliance on the automobile for most 
day-to-day trips. To be moved to ‘Mobility and Transportation’ Section of Plan. 

5. Locate transportation system improvements to minimize impacts on environmental corridors. 

6. Maintain or improve groundwater quality and quantity. 

7. Encourage landscaping practices in new and existing neighborhoods, which have no impact on ground water or 
surface water resources. 

8. Discourage unsewered urban development in the unincorporated areas within the City’s three-mile extraterritorial 
jurisdiction in order to protect sensitive natural resource features. 

9. Work with neighboring communities to foster an orderly, efficient and sustainable development pattern that 
preserves natural resources and minimizes conflicts between urban and rural land uses through the use of zoning, 
official map and land division review powers. 

10. Investigate the feasibility of restoring degraded natural systems. 

 

POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

GENERAL  
1. The City will protect natural resource features within the Sun Prairie city limits through the administration and 

enforcement of the City’s Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision Ordinance and Official Map. 

2. The City shall require all site plans and land divisions to accurately depict all natural resource features located on 
the property proposed for development or division. 

•Trees on City property that are removed need to 
be replaced
•Cooperation from developers on preserving 
resources and/or making them accessible
•Few natural areas other than Patrick Marsh
•Patrick Marsh is underdeveloped and not easily 
accessible

Issues

•Patrick Marsh
•Ensure compatibility of development with natural 
features
•Incorporate natural areas into developments
•Use environmental cooridors for passive 
recreation as feasible

Opportunities



3. The City will utilize its land division approval authority and official mapping powers to protect all environmental 
corridors and resource protection areas within the City’s three-mile extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

4. Keep sewered urban development from encroaching into environmental corridors through sewer extension 
controls. 

5. Promote public awareness of the negative impacts of invasive species. 

6. Continue to eradicate invasive noxious species through implementation of the City’s ordinances. 

MINERAL RESOURCES 
1. Mineral extraction uses should be sited and operated in a manner that minimizes conflicts and impacts on 

surrounding uses to the greatest extent possible. 

2. Consider adoption of ordinances that provide protection of potential mineral resource areas.  

3. Protect resource areas from development until extracted for use. 

4. Implement policies/measures that require a percentage of materials to be extracted/to be used locally and not 
transported elsewhere. 

WILDLIFE 
1. Continue to work cooperatively with landowners and other organizations to protect the Patrick Marsh Wildlife Area 

and encourage passive recreation, education and trail linkage opportunities. 

2. Encourage the incorporation of wildlife corridors or greenways into and between new developments. 

3. Impacts on wildlife shall be taken into consideration when reviewing development proposals. 

AIR 
1. Discourage the unnecessary idling of vehicles and engine powered equipment. Is this still an issue? 

VEGETATION 
1. Preserve existing stands of mature trees to the greatest degree possible by implementing the City’s tree protection 

zoning standards. 

2. Encourage Promote landscaping practices that incorporate a variety of noninvasive, native species. Maintain a list 
of preferred native plants and trees for installation on public and private properties. 

3. Educate the public about the benefits of native vegetation. Not needed with #2 above. 

4. Encourage the use of native vegetation within private stormwater facilities. 

5. Expand use of native vegetation where appropriate on public lands, including: 

a. Around and near stormwater management basins 
b. On excess or “land banked” public lands 
c. In rain gardens or other infiltration areas on public properties 

WATER 
1. Encourage and consider the use of rain gardens and other infiltration devices to enhance water, soil and wildlife 

resources on public and private property. 

2. Encourage the restoration of, and protection of, waterways such as Token and Koshkonong Creeks (e.g. continue 
relationship with Token Creek Watershed Association).     

3. Identify and protect valued springs and water recharge areas. 

4. Encourage minimizing impervious surfaces through stormwater utility credits and good site planning practices. 

5. Continue working relationship with the Token Creek Watershed Association to improve water resources. Added to 
#2 above. 



6. Continue to participate and consider expansion of the Green Tier erosion control/storm water management 
program. 

7. Consider the use of rain gardens and rain barrels at City facilities. Added to #1 above. 

8. Continue to keep residents informed about stormwater quality and measures that they can take to assist with 
these efforts, including: 

a. Information and programming on local cable access 
b. Information in City newsletters, website, regular mailings, etc. 
c. Decals on storm sewer inlets 
d. Other education/outreach activities as deemed appropriate 
e. Social media? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CULTURAL RESOURCES 

GOAL  1  

Preserve places  and events  that  cont r ibute 
to  the history  and ident i ty  o f  Sun Pra ir ie 
 

OBJECTIVES 
1. Increase public awareness of the City’s cultural and 

historic resources. 

2. Preserve the historic residential and commercial 
characteristics of the downtown area.  Combined with 
#4 below. 

3. Maintain an inventory of historic sites and buildings 
within the City. 

4. Maintain Preserve historic downtown Sun Prairie as a 
traditional residential and commercial center with an 
emphasis on specialty retail and cultural facilities. 

5. Encourage the preservation of architecturally, 
historically, and culturally significant sites, buildings 
and structures in the City and its environs. 

 

POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

GENERAL  
1. Continue to educate the public about the contributions provided by historic and cultural resources to the character 

and identity of a community.  

2. Support the Sun Prairie Historical Museum through continued funding. 

3. Work with the Historical Library and Museum Board to develop a plan for the long-term viability of the Sun Prairie 
Historic Museum. 

4. Consider a historic district or landmark program if supported by the community. 

5. Continue to fund the Façade Improvement Grant program to provide incentives for historic rehabilitation.  

6. Pursue public/private ventures for public art. 

7. Support cultural organizations and events. 

8. Support year round community events and programs that celebrate the history of Sun Prairie and promote 
community pride (e.g. Sun Prairie Sweet Corn Festival, other events/initiatives that highlight Sun Prairie’s 
agricultural resources, Parades, Midget Races). 

9. Incorporate the display of art in public buildings. 

10. Ensure that downtown redevelopment is consistent with the character and architectural features of existing 
historic resources. 

11. Continue to explore the possibility of a cultural center (e.g. bandshell, performing arts center, etc.) on the lands 
next to the public library.  

12. As city growth occurs at the edges, the City should be cognizant of, and work to protect, architecturally, culturally, 
and historically significant features. 

•What is Sun Prairie's identity?
•Museum needs a mission
•Very little multi-cultural opportunity
•Losing the small town feel people move here for
•Need more neighborhood cohesion to make 
people feel connected
•Theater/art gallery space needed downtown
•Two downtowns: Old- downtown vs. New -
Prairie lakes

Issues

•Events (Parades, Corn Fest, Midget Races)
•An identifiable, iconic downtown district
•Revitalize area around Museum
•Strong community
•Small-town feel
•Performing arts theater
•Add more unique shops and restaurants and 
increase density downtown

Opportunities
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